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Key to Electrical Safety: Awareness
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Over theyears, society hasbecomede-
pendent on eectricity and hasdragticaly in-
creased the use of electrical power. Have
you ever stopped to think about lifewithout
arefrigerator, computer, television, or even
acoffeepot?

Electricity no doubt enhancesour lives.
Itisasovery powerful and hasthe potential
to beextremely dangerousif not used cor-
rectly. | believe electrical safety awareness
isthekey toreducing injury and even death
toelectrical hazards.

Shocksand firesare the most common
related el ectrical emergenciesand can be
prevented. Protecting your family and your
homeisassmpleasknowing what hazards
tolook for and how to correct them.

INDOOR ELECTRICAL SAFETY

A few simple
tips can make all
thedifferencewhen
dealing with elec-
trical hazards. For
example, whenyou
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Larry Adams
CEO & General Manager
observe flickering or dimming lights,
flashesof light or sparkswhenusingsmall
appliances- somethingiswrong. Like-
wise, overheated wiresgiving off an odor
of hot insulation, or which cause switch
plates and receptaclesto discolor - also
indicate that somethingiswrong. These
aresignsof dectrical problemsthat need
your immediateattention. If you havewit-
nessed or experienced any of thesesigns
or if you have experienced amildtingle

See SAFETY/Page 2
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from el ectrica shock you should contact alicensed elec-
triciantoinspect your home'selectrica system. Inaddi-
tiontoinspection of your wiring it isimportant to check
theconditionof al dectrica cords. Broken plugsor cracks
and frayed cords are hazardous and should be disposed
of immediately. Always use appliances and equi pment
according to themanufacturer’sinstructions.

OUTSIDE ELECTRICAL SAFETY

Electrica safety outsde
isjust asimportant asin-
sde. Springisjust around
the corner and like most
people | am looking for-
ward toworking outdoors
Thecombination of climb-
ing temperatures and -
nature' sbeauty createsan
irres stibleamosphere. With theincreasein outdoor work
andactivities, itisextremdy vita tobeawareof ectrica
safety. Thefollowingtipsshould hel pyou reduce el ectri-
cd injuriesoutside:

- Make sureladders never comein contact with power
lines

- Unplug all outdoor toolsand applianceswhennot in
use.

POWER LINES

- Inspect power tools and appliances before using
them.

- Never use any form of electrical power in damp
conditions.

Beforebeginning any outsdework | alwayscheck
the surrounding areafor anything that might be con-
sidered hazardouswhen in contact with e ectricity.

You should waysbeawareof thelocation of over-
head and underground e ectrical wireswhenworking
around home. Remember to call beforeyou dig.

KNOWLEDGE AND
AWARENESS ARE VITAL

Remember knowledgeisthe number one preven-
tion of electrical hazards. So play close attention to
thewarning signsand never downplay an electrical
occurrence. Thereisno such thing asbeing too cau-
tiouswhen it comesto electrical safety. Follow the
rules. Pay attentionto danger signs. Your lifeand the
livesaround you areworth the extracare!

STATEMENT OF NONDISCRIMINATION

Central Electric Cooperative is the
recipient of Federal financial assis-
tance from the Rural Utilities Service,
an agency of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, and is subject to the provi-
sions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as
amended, the Age Discrimination Act
of 1975, as amended, and the rules
and regulations of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture which provide that no
person in the United States on the

basis of race, color, national origin, age
or disability shall be excluded from par-
ticipation in, admission or access to,
denied the benefits of, or otherwise be
subjected to discrimination under any
of this organization’s programs or ac-
tivities.

The person responsible for coordi-
nating this organization’s nondiscrimi-
nation compliance efforts is the Direc-
tor of Human Resources. Any indi-
vidual, or specific class of individuals,
who feels that this organization has
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subjected them to discrimination, may
obtain further information about the
statutes and regulations listed above
from and/or file a written complaint
with this organization; or the Secre-
tary, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C., 20250; or the Ad-
ministrator, Rural Utilities Service,
Washington, D.C. 20250.

Complaints must be filed within
180 days after the alleged discrimi-
nation. Confidentiality will be main-
tained to the extent possible.
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POWER LINES
| nformation on Earned | ncome Tax Credits

The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) isatax credit for people who work, but do not

earn highincomes. If they qualify and claim the credit, they could pay lessfederal tax, pay
no tax or even receive arefund beyond the amount of tax withheld. However, many

workersmay be unaware of the EITC or may not clamit becausethey don’t

know how. New parents, grandparentsraising grandchildren and foster
":E L f parentsmay not realizethere are specia rulesthat may help them qudify.
Thecredit can beworth up to: $4,716 with two or morequalifying
children; $2,853with onequalifying child; or $428 with no qualifying children.

Toqualify, your ear ned incomeand adjusted grossincome (AGI) in 2007 must each belessthan:
$37,783 ($39,783) married filingjointly) with two or morequalifying children; $33,241 ($35,241
married filingjointly) with onequalifying child; or $12,590 ($14,590 married filingjointly) with no
qualifyingchildren.

Inaddition, thefollowing requirementsmust be met: you must haveavaid Socia Security Number; you must
have earned incomefrom employment or from self-employment; your filing status cannot bemarried, filing
separately; you must beaU.S. citizen or resident alien al year, or anonresident alienmarriedtoaU.S. citizen
or resdent dien andfiling ajoint return; you cannot be aqualifying child of another person; if you do not havea
qualifying child you must be age 25 but under 65 at the end of theyear, you must livein the United Statesfor
morethan half theyear and you must not qualify asadependent of another person; you cannot have morethan
$2900 of investment income; and you cannot file Form 2555 or 2555 EZ (rel ated to foreign earned income).

EITCinformation and formsareavailableat www.irs.gov/eitc, aportion of the|IRSweb sitededicated toEITC
issues. Detailsabout the credit also can befound in IRS Publication 596 Earned Income Credit. Many individu-
alswhoqualify for EITC may qualify tofiletheir taxesfor freethrough the VITA (Volunteer IncomeTax AsSs-
tance) program or through the Free File program onthe IRSweb site

Go to www.irs.gov for moreinformation or call 1-800-829-1040.

IMPORTANT REMINDER!

High school seniors who are interested in applying
for Central Electric’s Good Neighbor Scholarship
program MUST turn in their applications by March 15!!

BULLETIN

High School students interested should see their
Guidance counselors. Anyone with questions
should call CEC office at 1-800-521-0570.
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propane fuels!

WHEN: Tuesday, April L at 7 p.m.

POWER LINES

earn‘how electric heat can save BIG dollars over oil an

t information on warding off wind, winter and the weather?

HEATING SEMINAR COMING! .

W
A :«E;L

%o =

Meet area vendors and installers of electric heating optlo

Gather information on other energy-saving ideas! 4
er

WHERE: Fairfield Inn - at the intersection of Route 422 and Route 8, Butl

oy (o ELECctRjC

NOT? It's the SMART choice 2"

Visit us online % C
www.central.coop A

entral Electric Cooperative, Inc.
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By Ken Maleski

Consumer Marketing Represenative

Electric water heaters are the single largest power con-
sumers in a home, except for electric heat. An average
famly of four consumes a minimum of 400 kwh a month
for domestic hot water needs. Here are three simple ways
to use your water heater efficiently: G@ ELectric
It's the SMART chalce
1. Set the thermostat to 120 degrees F.
2. Wash clothes in cold water, instead of hot or warm.
3. Call 800-521-0570 for your next water heater
installation.
We install A.0. Smith tanks that are high in efficiency and we do all the
work for fust $279.99 (plus tax.) Give us a call!

G‘:ntrul Electric (uuperutne. Inc.
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There’s no place
like home - and

at nightfall,

you'll have

peace of mind with |
anight

light from your
cooperative.

Add A Litle Light
To Your Night

Call 1-800-521-0570
to find out how
you can add a little light to
your night

Visit us online for more great ideas!
www.central.coop
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POWER LINES

Osmose Pole Testing Time Arrives Again!

_ Beginningin mid-March, OsmoseWood Preserving of America
will continuetesting and treating Central Electric Cooperative's
electric polesto determineif they aresafe or in need of replace-
ment.

Annual poletesting will takeplaceon theelectricdistribution
lines served by the Nectarine Substation located in Venango
County. Specifictownshipswherethetesting will occur include
Sandy Creek, Mineral, Victory and French Creek in Venango
County in addition toHickory, Green, Kingdey, and Tionesta
townshipsin Forest County.

Testingwill continuethroughout the spring and early summer
months. Thetestingisacontinuation of the Cooper ative' ssystem
maintenance program. | f you haveany questionsconcer ningthis
program, call our toll-freenumber 1-800-521-0570. After reaching
themain menu, dial extension 2193 and ask for Lori.

$ $J From U$SX Federal Credit Unton $

f] $ | NOTES OF INTEREST! 5! r.—J Efb

All employees, members of Central Electric Cooperative, Inc., and members of their families are
eligible for membership in U$SXFCU. Here’s a look at another great service available exclusively
from your credit union.

WHAT PAYMENT CAN YOU AFFORD? - At U$X FCU YOU GET TO PICK YOUR PAYMENT!

Winter is history and summer is on the way! If you've been waiting for the right time to trade-in your
old vehicle for a new one, NOW is the time! Our auto loans are designed to fit your budget - no matter
what your situation. At U$X FCU you can pick your payment on your next vehicle!

For more information on making your new vehicle purchase as stress-free as possible by picking a
payment that will fit your budget, call our Saxonburg/Sarver branch office for assistance.
724-352-9170.

Remember...U$X FCU vehicle loans also qualify for Member Loyalty Rewards!
A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative @ Page 5



What's cookin’

The United Nations declared 2008
the International Year of the Potato.
An inspired food-staple, worldwide,
the potato is especially well-known
in Ireland, where many years ago,
when a blight hit the potato crop, the Irish Potato Fam-
ine, caused many deaths. Today, potatoes are well
known for their healthy benefits as a food choice.
Today’s recipe, Potato Lasagna was found on the
website www.healthypotato.com where many more
recipes featuring this versatile vegetable can be found!

Potato Lasagna

2 medium russet, white or yellow -flesh potatoes
or 3 to 4 small red potatoes

1 can (15 ounces) pizza sauce

1 pound 85% lean ground meat

1/2 tsp. salt and 1/2 tsp. black pepper

1 1/2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese

1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese

INSTRUCTIONS: Cut potatoes into 1/4-inch-thick slices.
Spray a 1-quart microwave dish with cooking spray. Spread 2
tablespoons pizza saucein bottom of dish. Arrange potato slices
in a single layer on top of the sauce. Crumble half the beef
evenly over potatoes. Season with half the salt and pepper.
Sprinklewith half the mozzarella cheese and half the remaining
pizzasauce. Sprinkle with Parmesan cheese. Cover tightly with
lid or plastic wrap. Microwave on high for 20 minutes or until
potatoes and beef are done. Let sit for two minutes. Use oven
mittsor tongsto remove from microwave. Remove plastic wrap
carefully to prevent burns from steam. Serves 4.
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A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative ﬂ;{

POWER LINES

\\NVL/&
Read Power Lines and = “" e

U
Read your issue of Central Electric Cooperative’'s Power Li

Win! It'ssimple - you can win a $50 credit on your monthly electric bill
by reading Power Lines and then completing the quiz that appears below.
Answer the questions (answers are contained in each issue of Power
Lines), then complete the quiz and personal information and return it
with your bill payment.

Important Contest Rules:

1. The contest is open to al Central Electric Cooperative members with
active accounts as of the drawing date.

2.0nly one entry per member is permitted.

3.Employees and Directors of Central Electric, along with members of
theirimmediatefamilies, arenot eligible.

4.The winning entry will appear as a credit on the member’s bill and may
not be redeemed for cash.

Complete, clip and enclose the quiz and personal information below
and return it with your monthly payment!

1. True or False: You only qualify for earned income tax |
credits if you have a very high income. |
Answer: |
2. True or False: The Good Neighbor Scholarship deadline is
March 15. I
Answer: l
3. True or False: Osmose pole testing will being in CEC |
service areas at the end of April. |
I
I
I
I
I
I

Answer:

Namea:

Address;

Telephone mumber: Account Mumber |

Winner of January Power Lines quiz
Donald W. Thomas of Boyers
Congratulations!

In observanceof the Easter
holiday, Central Electric officeswill
beclosed all day on Good Friday,
Mar ch, 21, 2008. Nor mal office
hour swill resume M onday,
Mar ch 24, 2008.
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