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Thieves Cost you Money ... Please Help.

I’m sureyou are aware of theincreasing
costsof metalsand other building materias
worldwide. Copperinparticularisupin
price, and becauseitisan excellent
electrical conductor, it isused throughout
our distribution system.

The cost of copper ishaving another
impact on the cooperative and itsmembers;
oneyou might not expect. Thievesare CEO & Genaral Manager
taking copper from cooperativepolesand  we have experienced break-insand theft
on three occassionshave entered coopera-  from cooperative substations. Inthese
tive substations, cutting and stealing copper  cases, thievesbrokeinto the substations
ground wires. Thevalue of the copper and cut sectionsof copper wirefromthe
takenisinsignificant compared tothe subgtations’ ground gridsand energized
damagedonetothefacilitiesthroughwhich  equipment. Thiscreated ahighvoltage
you areserved. Possibleaffect onthethief  Stuation, whichincludesarcing, andis
iselectrocutionandevendeath. That'sa  very dangerous. Inthemost recent
high priceto pay for afew dollarsworthof  incident on July 17th at the cooperative's

copper. Nectarinesubstation, theresultant arcing
What's Happening? costs Central amost $16,000 worth of
A few years ago we started to experi- damageto substation equipment and
encewiretheft from cooperativestorage  caused atwo-hour outage for members
areas. Over thelast coupleof years served through the substation.
wx See Help/Page 2
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InApril 2006 asimilar incident at the Mineral substa-
tion caused $24,115 of damage. In both cases, the
value of the copper taken waslessthan $100 and
inggnificant compared to damage costs. On astatewide
basis, cooperatives have experienced 46 incidentsat an
approximate cost of $245,000. Our statewide associa-
tion, the PennsylvaniaRurd ElectricAssociation, is
working to support state legidation to makethe sale of
golenmetalsmoredifficult.

Theeffect of thesetheftson your servicearevoltage
fluctuation and outages. Whiletheseare unavoidable
evilsinany eectric utility’soperation, we put forth the
effort and money every day to keep themto aminimum.
| find having someonewith awanton disregard for their
own safety and the effect on your service, including
servicerate, intolerable.

All cooperative substationsarefenced, topped with
barbed wireandlocked. They areasolighted. We
have monitoring devicesingtaled and areinvestigating
additional measureswe can take. However, wewant to
be surewe' ve done everything reasonableto prevent
further occurrences. That’swhereyou comein.

You can Help!
You liveand work on the cooperative sdistribution

system, whichincludesmorethan 3,000 milesof line.
That makesyou themost likely personto see
someoneintheact.

If you seeanyonein or around cooperative
substationsthat should not bethere, pleasecall our
24-hour emergency number, 800-282-8610 and | et us
know. Thesame appliesto anyoneyou seeremoving
wirefrom cooperative poleswho isnot acooperative
employee. Cooperativeemployeesand contractors
will bein marked company vehicles. Pleaseprovidea
location and adescription of the person and/or their
vehicle. Do not approachtheseindividuals, we' Il call
thepoliceand ask themto investigate.

Do not approach these individuals; we’ll call the
police and ask them to investigate.

With your help, the measureswe havein place and
the oneswewill be adding, and passage of state
legidation, wecan makeit moredifficult for criminas
to get away with disrupting your el ectric serviceand
adding needless coststo operating our cooperative.
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$199 Installed!

Enjoy the benefits of high-speed Internst where you
five. Delivarad via satellite, WildBlue is up to 30x fastar
than dial-up. Sign up today and start surfing the web
for onty $199 installed.

Call today to experience the fresdom and spaed of
WildBlue,

*Free installation applies to Standard installation only.
Additional charges may apply. $199 offer requires an
18 month service agreement.
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Claim your Money!

Eventhough April 15 haspassed, retirees, disabled
veterans, and otherswho normally don't fileatax return
still havetimeto submit a2007 Form 1040A toreceive
an economic stimulus payment.

Individuaswho have nofiling requirement but have at
least $3,000in qudifyingincomeshouldfileasmple
Form 1040A with basicinformation to ensurethat they
recelvethe payment. Thisinformationincludesther
name, address, dependents (if any), amount of their
qualifyingincome, direct deposit information andtheir
sgnatures. Qudifyingincomeincludesany combination
of earned income, nontaxable combat pay aswell as
certain paymentsfrom Socia Security, VeteransAffairs
and Railroad Retirement.

Moredetails, asample 1040A, and instructionsare
availableat www.irs.gov.

Power Lines

www.central.coop 'g
Check It out!

By Ken Maleski
CEC Consumer
Marketing Representative

en’s P
ilowatt [£%

Energy Vampires

Most appliances these days never quite shut down for the
night. Sometimes called vampire electronics, these devices
suck up 5 percent of all energy used in the United States
and cost consumers more than $3 billion every year.
Appliances that use remote controls such as TVs, DVD
players, ceiling fans and stereos are suspect. Any digital
displays such as microwaves, coffee pots, and clocks are
working against your electric bill.

Unplugging these vampires effectively drives a stake into
their energy-consuming hearts. Power strips provide
another way to thwart them. Simply plug appliancesinto a
power strip, and switch it off when those appliances aren’t
being used.

You wouldn’t walk away from aflowing water hose, after
all, and you certainly don’t want to keep feeding those
vampires.

Scott Gates, National Rural Electric Cooper ative Association,
Arlington, Va.
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Spotting Vampire Electronics

Many devices constantly draw power while plugged in, which
can quickly add up on monthly electric bills. Keep an eye out
for the following clues as to what should be unplugged when

not in use:

External power
supplies
Computers, printers

Remote controls
Window AC units,
TVs, DVD players

Digital displays
Washing machines,
microwaves, VCRs

Rechargeable
batteries

Battery chargers,
cordless telephones,
power tools

Source: 5. Department of Energy

Page 3



Power Lines

What will Become of HaII s Run?

Every househasastory totell, and Central Electric g
member Ed Sims’ houseisno exception. Asaretired
Slippery Rock University music teacher, Ed spends
most of histimetaking careof hisestate and the
natural beauty surroundingit.

Nestled among thetreesof Hall’sRun, Ed’s
1950serahomewas built from DouglasFir and
Redwood trees. Both arehard to comeby inthis
part of the country. Beyond the beautifully con-
structed homeliesaJapanese garden, wild flowers,
hemlocksand atrout stream. Andif that’snot
enough to entice you there are two man-made
bridges.

Ed’s home, built in 1950
Unfortunately for Ed, the hard work and
creativedesign hisfamily hasincorporatedinto

their estatewill soon belost. Thehighway
department isre-routing Horse Creek Road
through hisproperty. Thedepartmentisdoing
so to reducethe number of accidentsthat
frequently occur, dueto twistsand turnsinthe
road.

We hope everything worksout for Ed. We
thank himfor giving usatour of hisamazing
gardens.

Theland was purchased by his
parentsin 1939 asagetaway and
becametheair pri mary residencein Japanese garden, created in 1985
1957. Asyoung men Ed and hisbrother quickly

learned themechanicsof building. They helped §
their father with many projectsaroundthe
yardincluding transporting massiverocksto
buildingachimney.

A Touchstone Energy® Cuu_peratlve Man-made bridge, redone in 1970
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tently low.
1. Fix leaks

Check and fix leaksin the attic and foundation, and
around obvious places such asplumbing and wiring to
helplower heating costs.

2. Insulate

Thebest defense against heat loss isawell-sealed attic
andcelling. Celluloseisagreat insulator. It stopsair flow

leakage, and isfire-resistant and bug-proof.

3. Heating system check-up

Annualy check your heating system and changethe
furnacefilter to ensureefficiency. Oil furnacenozzles
should dsobecleaned yearly.

Power Lines

Winter is Just Around the Corner

Fuel costsfor heating are expensive. Sofollow thesethree
easy stepsto ensureyour home's heating costsstay consis-

Remember the sun
is our friend. Take
advantage of the sunlight in
your windows and open those
curtains and blinds!

Historic Foxburg Bridge

On July 24, 2008 the historic Foxburg
bridgewasimploded. Yearsago, the
two-level bridge provided both automobile
andrailroad crossing. A new bridgeisbuilt
and already inuse.

Tired of writing checks, searching for stampsand
rushing to get apayment mailed ontime?

Stop dealing with the monthly stresses associated
with paper billst CEC membersnow enjoy anew and
improved level of servicewhenthey pay their electronic
bill online.

Central’sE-Bill servicewill helpyouto eliminate
postage feesand obtain up-to-the-minute statusreports
onyour account. Your payment will be madethrougha
securelogin processthat will allow youto safely and
privately view and pay your monthly bill at your
convenience using acredit/debit card or personal
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View & Pay Bill

checking account. E-Bill will lsodiminatetheneed
foryoutofileold statementsasyou will beableto
accessyour account history with just aclick of the

mouse. Register online now at www.central.coop!
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What’s cooking?
Fruited Curry Chicken

INGREDIENTS:

* 4 skinless, boneless chicken
breast halves cooked and diced
* 1 stalk celery, chopped

* 1/2 onion, chopped

* 1 small apple, peeled, cored
and chopped

* 1/3 cup golden raisins

* 1/3 cup seedless green grapes, halved
* 1/2 cup chopped toasted pecans

* 1/8 teaspoon ground black pepper

* 1/2 teaspoon curry powder

* 3/4 cup mayonnaise

DIRECTIONS:

In a large salad bowl combine the chicken, celery, onion,
apple, raisins, grapes, pecans, pepper, curry powder and
mayonaisse. Mix all together, tossing to coat. Salad is
ready to serve!

If you liked this recipe visit www.allrecipes.com
for more great seasonal treats!

Send RecipesTo: codonnell @central.coop
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Centrd Electric’sofficewill beclosed
Monday, Sept. 1, in observance of
Labor Day. Normal businesshours

will resume Tuesday, Sept. 2.

June contest winner:

Kim Olar of West Sunbury

July contest winner:
Raymond & Jean Kilgoreof Cowansville

Congratulations! s
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Read Power Lines and =«
Read your issue of Central Electric Cooperative's Power Linesand
win! [t'ssimple — you can win a$50 credit on your monthly
electric bill by reading Power Linesand then completing the quiz
that appears below. Answer the questions (answers are contained
in each issue of Power Lines), then complete the quiz and personal
information and return it with your bill payment.

I mportant contest rules:

1. The contest is open to all Central Electric Cooperative members
with active accounts as of the drawing date.
2. Only one entry per member is permitted.

3. Employees and directors of Central Electric, along with members of
their immediate families, are not eligible.

4. The winning entry will appear as a credit on the member’s bill and
may not be redeemed for cash.

Complete, clip and enclose the quiz and personal information
below and return it with your monthly payment!

1 1. Trueor False: On July 19, 2008 copper was stolen from |
the cooperative’'s Nectarine substation.
Answer:

2. True or False: Vampire electronics suck up to 5 percent
of al energy used in the United States.
Answer:

3. True or False: Ed Simsis aretired music teacher.
Answer:

Name

Address:
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| Telephone no: Account no:
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